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From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Parent/Guardian:

As-Salam Alaikum,

It is amazing how we have finished the 2nd reporting period already. Alhamdulillah, we have had many successful functions and events:

4  We had a very successful Eid Carnival on Friday, October 10. It was a great source of fun and amusement for our students, teachers and parents. Al-
hamdulillah! | would like to thank our Student Government Association SGA members who worked tirelessly to put together the Eid Carnival. Special
thanks to Ms. Nura ElImagbari, and Br. Ibrahim Bell, without whose undying efforts this successful event would not have happened.

¢ On Monday October 13, we have gone paperless which means all our correspondences, lesson plans, and notes are being communicated through e-
mails. Please make sure to check your e-mails on a daily basis to keep up with the on going process. If you don’t have access to the internet at home,
please let us know and we will be happy to send you a hard copy

¢ Congratulations new PTO officers of PVS! Welcome aboard!

¢ | would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the parents who attended Parent-Teacher Conferences on Friday, October 31. You are the first and

most important teacher in your child’s life. That is why we, at PVS, continually solicit your involvement and support.

¢ Lastly, | would like to personally invite you to Coffee with Principal on November 12th from 8:00 to 8:45. See you there Insha’AllahLooking forward to

your continued support!
Warmest Regards,

Razia Khan, Assistant Principal

My First Year at PVS, and | Love it Here!

My name is Sarah Aldosh and | am in
the 7th grade. | am writing this article
because | really wanted to share my
feelings about being a new student
here. Before | came to PVS, | used to go
to a public school. | did not know any-
thing about PVS other than it was the
Islamic School.

On my first day at Pleasant View
School, | was really nervous and scared,
but that did not last long at all. | met a
student who used to go to my mom's
school. Her name is Anisa Dedovic. She
was really nice and helped me feel

comfortable in the school. All the other
students were really nice, too.

There is so much here at PVS that |
never knew about. For example,, we
actually have sports we can join in.
Also, | am part of the Student Govern-
ment Association and we do a lot of
work for the school. This year we had
a Eid Carnival which I've never been to
before and | got to help plan it and
work in it. It was really cool working at
the slushy machine. | have never done
anything like that at my old school. In
the classrooms the class work is really
learned a

challenging and | have

lot. The teachers are dedicated and
work really hard to help me learn and
understand. | have learned stuff that |
didn't know at my old school. Also,
because | am Muslim, | am much more
comfortable here because everyone is
like me. This school is the best school |
have ever been to. | hope | come her
next year. | LOVE PLEASANT VIEW

Special points of interest:
® Find our more about activities at PVS

e Read all about HFMD in this issue of the
Pleasantviewer

e Learn more about your PVS teachers and
students on page 2 through “Profiles of
PVSs”

e learn More about Apples and try a
great new recipe in Kitchen Corner on
page 3

o Need advice? Check of what Dear Musli-
mah has to say on page 4.

Inside this issue:

Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease?

By Ghalib Mannan, MD

Recently, in the PVS Child Care Center there were two

than adults to have antibodies to protect

Medical Corner: HFMD

My First Year at PVS 1
PVS Profiles
Medical Corner Cont. 2

Healthy Cars for the Environment

them. The disease has an incubation period of 4-6 days. It
usually begins with a fever, poor appetite, feeling gener-
ally unwell, and often with a sore throat. One or two days

children diagnosed with hand, foot and mouth disease.
Being an Infectious Diseases specialist myself, | was
approached by some parents asking what this disease

Kitchen Corner
Writers Workshop

. 3
was. | thought writing this column would be a good way  after fever onset, painful sores usually develop in the |Simply Sarah
to pass on information about this mainly childhood mouth. They begin as small red spots that blister and then
illness. often become ulcers. The sores are usually located on the | Dear Muslimah
_ . . tongue, gums, and inside of the cheeks. A non-itchy skin |PVS Contest/Word search
Description - Hand, foot, and mouth disease (HFMD) is ! ! 4
P . ! ' v : i ( )i rash develops over 1-2 days. The rash has flat or raised PVS Calendar and Sports News
a common viral illness of infants and children. HFMD A ) N )
. L . red spots, sometimes with blisters. The rash is usually lo-
occurs mainly in children under 10 years old but can ; .
. K . cated on the palms of the hands and soles of the feet; it | Office Corner
also occur in adults. Children are more likely to be at .
may also appear on the buttocks and/or genitalia. PVS News 5

risk for infection and illness because they are less likely Did you Know?

Continved on Pg. 2
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Profiles of PVS:

By: Lujain Albitawi

Meet Ms. Jill Muhammad

Mrs Jill is a wonderful Pre-Kindergarten teacher at PVS. She
enjoys reading and swimming . Her favorite book is the Holy |
Qur'an and Insha'Allch her favorite place to swim will be on our
very own property someday (smile). | learned a lot about Mrs. Jill
and was really interested in what she had to say. Please take |
some time to see what she has to say as she answers these ques-
tions .

Q: What is your biggest challenge as a teacher 2

A: My biggest challenge is to lay a strong foundation in the Pre-Kindergarten that will help
each child to reach his/her God Given potential.

Q: What is your favorite subject to teach and why?

A: My favorite subject is science because | believe Allah (SWT) has placed in each human
being an innate curiosity and a fascination with how the world works. Throughout history
humanity has seen when this curiosity is nurtured and challenged the forward march of civili-
zation is advanced.

Q: How long have you been here at PVS and what did you teach 2

A: | attempted to enroll my children in Pleasant View School when it was in the trailers next
to the Masjid but there was no more room in Ms. Alice's Kindergarten Class. Happily Ms.
Rima Hasan and Ms. Rima Chehade encouraged me not to worry as the school would soon
be breaking ground for a new building. Periodically | would drive by the grounds to check
on its progress, then finally the doors opened for registration. | enrolled my children and
encouraged many of my friends to enroll their children also. | started teaching in the Day
Care in 1999, then | taught Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten. | have been teaching Pre-
Kindergarten since 2003. | enjoy teaching Pre-Kindergarten because studies have shown
children learn more during their first six years than any other period in life. Therefore, it is
critical than we create a new paradigm aimed at maximizing potential and not meeting

Meet Hend Khdier

il

Hend is a sweet and wonderful young lady in the 4th
grade. She comes from Palestine and has 1 sister and two
brothers. Hend loves to play with her friends and do well in
school. | got a chance to sit with Hend and find out a little
more about her and this is what she had to say.

5

Q: What's your favorite color?

A: | have three favorite colors - pink , blue , and green .

Q: What's your favorite sport and why 2

A: Soccer because it's fun and you get to do neat tricks with the ball .

Q: What's your favorite food?

A: Salads with ranch dressing.

Q: How long have you been at PVS 2

A: Two years, | came in the third grade.

Q: If you could plan a field trip for the school , where would it be and why 2
A: At Incredible Pizza because there is a great variety of fun games and delicious food
Q: What do you want to be when you grow up and why 2

A: A dentist so | can help people with their teeth and make sure there is nothing wrong
with them .

Q: What do you like to do during your free time 2
A: | like to draw and paint and do many arts and crafts .

Q: If you could change something or one of the school rules , what would it be 2

outdated and ill-served standards.

A: | would change the school's uniforms to a different kind .

Medical Corner: Hand, Foot and Mouth Diseafe, Cont.

A person with HFMD may have only the rash or only the mouth sores.

Cause - HFMD is caused by viruses that belong to the enterovirus group. This
group of viruses includes polioviruses, coxsackieviruses, echoviruses, and
enteroviruses. Coxsackievirus A16 is the most common cause of HFMD, but
other coxsackieviruses have been associated with the illness.

How It Is Spread - Infection is spread from person to person by direct con-
tact with infectious virus. Infectious virus is found in the nose and throat secre-
tions, saliva, blister fluid, and stool of infected persons. The virus is most
often spread by persons with unwashed, virus-contaminated hands and by
contact with virus-contaminated surfaces. Infected persons are most conta-
gious during the first week of the illness.

Treatment and Medical Management - There is no specific treatment for
HFMD and treatment is directed to giving pain relief and reducing fever and
fluid intake to prevent dehydration

Prevention - Risk of infection can be lowered by following good hygiene
practices which include washing hands frequently and correctly and especially
after changing diapers and after using the toilet. Cleaning dirty surfaces and
soiled items, including toys, first with soap and water and then disinfecting
them by cleansing with a solution of chlorine bleach (made by adding 1 ta-
blespoon of bleach to 4 cups of water). Avoiding close contact (kissing, hug-
ging, sharing eating utensils or cups, etc.) with persons with HFMD. Affected
children should not go to school and should not return until they have fully
recovered.

Lower Your Gas Usage and Help the Environment

By: Adam Munshi

It is no secret that many of us are feeling the effects of increased gas prices,
especially every time we go to the pump. It is also no secret what effect our
cars are having on the environment. When we take these two factors into ac-
count, gas prices and the environment, it makes sense that we should do some-
thing to fix these problems. Well fortunately for us, there are people in the
world who are trying to change things for the better.

Many auto manufacturers all over the world have been working to make vehi-
cles that are not only more fuel-efficient, but also better for the environment in
which we live. Research firm J.D. Power and Associates, in Westlake Village,
California, released its first Automotive Environmental Index (AEl) study in fall
2006, which lists the top 30 environmentally friendly vehicles. The new AEI
study takes into account information from the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and consumers related to fuel economy, air pollution and greenhouse
gasses for vehicles from the 2006 model year. Fuel economy accounts for
about half the score. So, knowing this, what cars should we buy2 Of the 30

vehicles that made the list, eight feature gas-electric hybrid powertrains.
The hybrids include the Ford Escape Hybrid, Lexus RX 400h, Mercury Mari-
ner Hybrid and Toyota Highlander Hybrid. These four were the only SUVs
to make the cut. No pickup trucks or minivans were considered environmen-
tally friendly.

Cars are a major source of air pollution. Paying attention to our driving
habits and the car we buy can effect us both long term and short term. Not
everyone can afford high dollar gas saving cars, but we can make smarter
choices with what we have. It is also predicted that environmentally friendly
cars will become more affordable as well as more environmentally friendly
fuels in the near future. Hopefully we will start to reverse the damage we
have caused to the environment and help protect our planet for future
generations to come Insha’ Allah.
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Writers Workshop Kitchen Corner: By Maryam Owens
Written Works by Students of PVS

A Soccer Siory - By: Ms. Wasima and Ms. Sara’s October is prime time to find the most delicious apples.
Have you ever wondered where apples come from2 Well
I'll tell you. The apple tree originated in Central Asia
where its wild ancestor is still found today. There are
more than 7,500 known cultivators of apples resulting in
We won our game range of desired characteristics. Cultivators vary in their
yield and the ultimate size of the tree, even when grown
on the same land. Alexander the Great is credited with
finding dwarfed apples in Asia Minor in 300 BCE; those
he brought back to Macedonia might have been the
progenitors of dwarfing rootstock. Apples were brought
to North America with colonists in the 1600s, and the first apple orchard on the
North American continent was said to be near Boston in 1625. Winter apples,
picked in late autumn and stored just above freezing, have been an important food
in Asia and Europe for millennium, as well as in Argentina and in the United States
since the arrival of Europeans. In the 1900s, irrigation projects in Washington state
began and allowed the development of the multi-billion dollar fruit industry, of
which the apple is the leading species. Apples have a fascinating history and an
incredible flavor. They can be used in salty and sweet dishes. Try this recipe out
and see what you think

Kindergarten Class

We like to play soccer

When we won, we had ice-cream

We will play better tomorrow

i

a

Blooming Flowers By: Maryam Owens
There is a place | happily play, deep inside of the moor.

| lay there daily and look at the clouds. .
Apple Fritters

There are some days | linger after night staring at the bright, 2 sablespoons of

shiny stars.
1 egg, beaten
There | plant lilies, daises and even red roses. )
1/2 cup milk
Pansies, magnolias, and even blue posies. 2 teaspoons sugar
There is a place | happily play, deep inside the moor. 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
| lay there daily and look at the clouds. 1 cup sour cream

- . - . 1 If-rising fI
There are some days | linger after night staring at the bright, cup selt-rising four

Shiny stars. 3 apples peeled, cored and sliced horizontally, about 1/4-inch thick

e .. Powdered sugar, optional
There | plant lilies, daisies, and even red roses.
Directions

Pansies, magnolias, and even blue posies.
! 9 ! P Heat 2 tablespoons oil to 375 degrees F.

Combine in a bowl the beaten egg, milk, sugar, cinnamon and sour cream. Mix well and add

4 flour.
& . . - .
< Y Dip apples in batter and carefully place in oil. Cook for 1 to 2 minutes. Turn and cook 1 to 2
\ ol (o) ) cam minutes more. Remove fritters and drain. Maybe sprinkled with dered if desired
WA\_J L . yl prinkled with powdered sugar, if desired.
\'\ ‘_‘lﬁ Serve warm.
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Simply Sarah

by: Jameelah Wright ©
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Many of my Muslim friends dress up and go trick-or-treating for
Halloween, but | think it is Haram. They tell me it isn’t because it is
not a religious holiday, so | am really confused. Is it Haram?

DEAR MUSLIMAH...........

Dear Confused,

This is an excellent question and one that can be geared
towards any holiday, not just Halloween. Although it is not my place
to say what is Haram or Halal, the majority of all Islamic scholars
have said that it is Haram to celebrate ANY holiday other than the
two Eid holidays. This includes; birthdays, non-religious holidays and
observances. There are several proofs for this in the Hadith and,
more importantly, in the Quran.

For example, Imam An-Nisa’i and Ibn-Hebban reported
in an authentic chain that when the prophet (PBUH) migrated to
Madinah, he saw the Ansar (natives of Madinah) celebrating two
holidays that they inherited from Jahiliyah time (period before
Islam). The Prophet said, "Allah, the Exalted, has replaced these
days for two days better than them: the day of breaking the fast
and the day of sacrifice." It is very clear in this hadith that the
prophet Muhammad (PBUH) did not allow the Muslims to celebrate
non-Islamic holidays. Also Imam Bukhari reported that Omar (May
Allah Be Pleased With Him) said, "Avoid non-Muslims in their holi-
day." Also in an another authentic chain of narration, Ali (May Allah
Be Pleased With Him) had been given a gift. He asked, "What is
this2" The people said, "O Leader of the believers today is An-
Nayrouz, (non-Islamic Holiday). Ali rejected the gift and said an-
grily, "Do you make up every day a new holiday?2!!" If that is not
enough evidence that celebrating holidays other than Eid is haram,
In the Quran, Allah Almighty (SWT) said in surat Al-An’am, (Verse
153), what can be translated as, "And verily, this is my straight
path, so follow it, and do not follow other paths, for they will sepa-
rate you away from His path. This He has ordained for you that
you may become Al-muttaqun, the pious."

| think that this issue is a deeper one than just going out
to get candy from neighbors. The more one participates in non-
Islamic holidays, the more one forgets the importance of why Allah
has ordered us to remain true to our faith. This topic can be dis-
cussed for hours on end but | highly recommend that you research
the history of Halloween and ask yourself if you want to be part of
a holiday such as this. | know parents will say, “It's just for fun and
the kids get candy.” but in reality it is starting a cycle of behavior
that condones certain practices which is innocent now but eventually
other practices are forgiven or ignored leading to further deviance
from Islam and what Allah (SWT) has intended for us. In a nutshell,
to answer your question, in my opinion it is Haram to go trick-or-
treating, to celebrate Halloween or any other holiday that is non-
Islamic and | commend you for sticking to your guns and not follow-
ing the others. Only Allah knows what is best for us and may Allah
guide us all to that.

Until next time,
-Muslimah

Dear Muslimabh tries to give Islamic and real-world advice to young
le looking for guid All are kept strictly confidential. If
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Aishah, Alameen, Aleem, Asma, Asr, Badr, Dawah,

Dhikr, Eid, Halal,
Miswak, Salam

Harun, Hijab, Islam, Masjid,

Sports Beat
By: Shaquil Muhammad

Things at Pleasant View School are really
heating up because all of the PVS soccer
teams are in the championship! Our U10
team has the best record in the league. They
are undefeated. The U13 team is in second
place with only two losses. They have one
game left, and if they win they receive the
Second Place Trophy and if they lose they
will still be third place winners. So they have
to win it. Who will win2 Only Allah knows
but on Saturday we will all find out and
Insha’ Allah it will be your Pleasant View
Panthers.

Calendar of Events
October 31st

Report Card Award Cere-
mony (11:30 p.m.)

Abbreviated Day (8:00a.m.-
12:00p.m.)

Parent Teacher Conferences
(6:00-8:00p.m.)

November 12th

Coffee with Principal (8:00-
8:45)

November 17th
Progress Reports

November 26th-28th

Fall Break

December 6th

School Update Meeting
December 8th-10th

Eid Al-Adha Holiday Break
December 19th

End of third reporting period

The

Pleasantviewer
ADDRESS COMMENTS TO:

l.com

SGA@p! tviewsch
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PVS Contests: Answer the following questions per your age group and
win a prize! Please submit all answers via e-mail at:
SGA@pleasantviewschool.com by December 1st, 2008. Winners will

what are they called in order?

prayer) in Islam?

nafl2 What is the definition of each term?

would have been...2"

visit the

be chosen at random from the entries with the correct answers.

Pre-K-2: How many prayers are we supposed to pray each day and

3rd-5th Grade: Who was the first person to say the Azan (call to

6-8th Grade: Is fasting for six days in Shawwal fard, waijib, sunnah, or

Adult Group: 1) What was the reward declared by Quraish for the
capture of Rasulullah (PBUH) during Hijra2 2) How many prophets are
mentioned in the Qur'an2 3) Who was the Prophet Mohamed referring
to when he said, "If there would have been any prophet after me it

For previous questions and answers pl
I

P h

WWW.f view l.com

Congratulations to last issue’s winners

page at

Pre-K-2nd Grade: Khadija Darboe , 3rd-5th Grade: Zaid Al-Yousef (3rd grade), 6-8th
Grade: Jaleel Brown (6th grade), Adult Group: Ahmed Algirem
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Office Corner
By: Suhair Maryan

Monthly Statements:

| have received a few concerns and calls about the monthly statements;
ranging from a few parents who have not received their statements on a
regular basis to others who were very concerned about receiving their
statements every month. Therefore, | would like to offer the following
clarifications:

Statements have been and will be sent home once a month for all parents
regardless. This includes those parents who have fulfilled their financial
obligation.

Statements are usually sent home with the students on or after the 16th of
each month.

The purpose of sending statements home is to keep the parents updated
about their accounts, and to serve as a friendly reminder for those who
are behind on their payments.

In most cases, statements reflect charges for tuition, book fees and After
School Care (ASC). However, please note that if you have fulfilled your
dues for certain charges, such as ASC, your charge will still show on the
statement. The reason for this is that any amount that is paid to the office
is taken out of the total balance. Any charges such as book fees or ASC
are added to your total balance so, even though you paid it, it will still
show up on your statements but your payment will be deducted from the
overall balance.

Last but not least, if you need any more clarifications or if you need to
inquire about any charges on your statement, please feel free to call
(901-380-0211 Ext. 204) or to stop by the office.

Did you know?

The Princess Anastasia, By: Lujain Albitawi

Anastasia. The name rings a bell in everybody's mind -
whether they think about Tsar's Nicholas’ daughter who once lived in
Russia, or about the Disney movie Anastasia. Grand Duchess Anastasia
Nicholaevna was born on June 18, 1901. Her parents were Nicholas the
second, last Tsar of Russia, and his wife Alexandra. Anastasia had three
older sisters: Olga, Tatiana , and Maria . Her only brother, Alexei (often
translated as " Alexis") was born in 1904. Nicholas and Alexandra were
caring parents who spent a lot of time with their children. Anastasia and
her sisters were close , and sometimes signed themselves collectively as
OTMA (their initials). The family lived quietly in the Alexander Palace at
Tzarkoe Selo. This "simple" palace had over 100 rooms but was smaller
than the nearby Catherine Palace, built by Catherine the Great to out-
shine Versailles. Due to difficult times in Russia, the Tsar and his entire
family suffered an attack which killed the entire family, or did it? Anasta-
sia has been a figure of importance and mystery because people say,
somehow, she may still be alive, some people refuse to even think that
she died. To make things more intriguing, a woman named Anna Ander-
son claimed to be Anastasia , with some amazing top secret proof. The
information about her was kept secret, but when it comes to testing her
DNA ..

To be continued ...

In the next issue we will earn more about Anastasia herself and who
Anna Anderson really is.....

Congratulations!!!!

Pleasant View School has been very busy over the past few
weeks and we have lots to share with you.

Congratulations to Ms. Tasha’s second grade class who was voted as the
overall best behaved class at PVS. As a reward, the class received an additional
30 minutes of play during the Eid carnival. Great Job!

Congratulations to the winners of the Eid Classroom Decorating Contest. 1st
Place Winners received a pizza and ice-cream party, second place winners re-
ceived and ice-cream party and third place winners received goody bags. The

classrooms that won are as follows.
1st Floor 2nd Floor

1st place: Ms. Wasima’s Class 1st Place: Ms. Rubina’s Class

2nd place: Ms. Jill's Class 2nd Place: Ms. Rafia’s Class

3rd place: Ms. Amra’s Class 3rd. Place: Ms. Nura’s Class

Congratulations to our new PTO members. We know you will do great things
for PVS this year. Please feel free to contact them with your support and ideas at
any time. Here are this year’s PTO officers.

President: Khalida Wakil
Vice President: Fatmia Celikok
Secretary: Marzuka Jalal
Treasurer: Ozgenc Kocak
Event Coordinators:
Fanta Abdullah
Margie Dernika
Naela Mohammed
Boran Hasan

Historian: Faten Hassouneh
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"And whatever the Messenger gives you, take it, and whatever he forbids
you, leave it. And fear Allah: truly Allah is severe in punishment. " [Qur'an
59:7]

Don’t miss your chance to advertise in this year’s year-
book. Space is limited so reserve your spot today. For
more information contact the yearbook staff at

pvsyearbook@pleasantviewschool.com

PTO Membership Night

Become a PTO member &
Meet 2008-2009 PTO Officers
October 31st from 6:00-8:00 pm at PVS

Help Support your child by saving your Box Tops from General Mills
Products. For every Box Top we send to the company, they will send
us ten cents. Our goal this year is to collect 10,000 Box Tops by the
end of this year. Check out this website or contact the SGA for more
information about how you can benefit PVS. Thank you for your con-
tinued support. hitp://www.boxtops4education.com/




